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April is Distracted Driving Month
Thousands die needlessly each year because people continue to use their cell phones while driving, handheld 
or hands-free. Join the National Safety Council this April in urging those you care about to:

•	 Stop	using	cell	phones	while	driving;
•	 Recognize	that	hands-free	devices	offer	no	safety	benefit;
•	 Understand	the	dangers	of	the	cognitive	distraction	to	the	brain;
•	 Tell	others	about	the	dangers	of	cell	phone	distracted	driving.

NIOSH News - The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

New NIOSH Website for Noise Control

Loud	noise	at	work	can	damage	hearing.	Statistics	show	hazardous	noise	affects	approximately	22	million	
U.S.	workers.	To	minimize	occupational	noise-induced	hearing	loss,	NIOSH	recommends	not	to	expose	work-
ers to noise at a level that amounts to more than 85 decibels (dBA) for eight hours. To create a more healthful 
workplace,	NIOSH	recommends	an	approach	based	on	the	hierarchy	of	control.

New NIOSH Twitter Account

The	NIOSH	Center	for	Motor	Vehicle	Safety	is	now	on	Twitter. The purpose of this Twitter site is to reach a wider 
audience with information about its activities and information products related to the prevention of work-
related motor vehicle crashes.

New NIOSH Safety and Health Topic

NIOSH	posted	a	new	topic	page	on	its	website,	Healthy	Aging	at	Work. The page contains data and statistics, 
recommendations	and	guidelines,	NIOSH	research,	and	resources	for	a	healthy	aging	workforce.

http://www.nsc.org/safety_road/Distracted_Driving/Pages/DDAM.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/noisecontrol/default.html
https://twitter.com/NIOSH_MVSafety
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/healthyagingatwork/


OSHA News - The Occupational Safety and Health Administration

Safe Patient Handling in Nursing Homes 

OSHA	developed	Safe	Patient	Handling, a new brochure that addresses the 
prevention of musculoskeletal disorders among nursing home and residen-
tial	care	workers.	The	brochure	also	explains	the	benefits	of	implementing	
safe patient handling programs.

New Bulletin on Injury Recording Requirements to Help Protect Temporary Workers

OSHA	released	a	new	educational	resource.	This	new	resource	focuses	on	requirements	for	injury	recording	
of temporary worker	injuries	and	illnesses.		The	bulletin	explains	the	requirements	for	both	the	staffing	agency	
and the host employer. The new Recordkeeping	Bulletin addresses how to identify who is responsible for 
recording	work-related	injuries	and	illnesses	of	temporary	workers	on	the	OSHA	300	log.	

OSHA Issues 2014 Inspection Plan for High-Hazard Workplaces

OSHA	has	issued	its	annual	inspection	plan	under	the	Site-Specific	Targeting	(SST)	2014 program to direct
enforcement	resources	to	workplaces	where	the	highest	rates	of	injuries	and	illnesses	occur.	

The	SST	program	is	one	of	OSHA’s	main	programmed	inspection	plans	for	high-hazard,	non-construction	
workplaces that have 20 or more workers.  The SST plan is based on data collected from a survey of 80,000 
establishments	in	high-hazard	industries.	

New Hazard Communication Documents

OSHA	released	two	new	resources,	they	are:

•	 Hazard	Communication:	Small	Entity	Compliance	Guide	for	Employers	That	Use	Hazardous	Chemicals;
•	 Steps	to	an	Effective	Hazardous	Communication	Program	for	Employers	That	Use	Hazardous	Chemicals, 

a fact sheet.

These	publications	offer	employers	clear	steps	to	create	an	effective	hazard	communication	program.	This	
includes	a	sample	program	and	a	quick	guide	to	hazard	communication	training.

Oregon OSHA Document on PPE and Pesticides

Oregon	OSHA	published	a	document outlining the proper selection of per-
sonal	protective	equipment	while	using	pesticides.	One	chart	compares 
the protection provided by commonly used coveralls. Another chart lists 
resistance level categories for chemical-resistant gloves.
 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3708.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/temp_workers/OSHA_TWI_Bulletin.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/Directive_pdf/CPL_02-14-01.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3695.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3696.pdf
http://www.orosha.org/pdf/pubs/1018.pdf


Other News

Keep Trucking Safe: Trucking Injury Reduction Emphasis (TIRES)

TIRES	is	a	research	project	developed	by	the	Safety	&	Health	Assessment	&	Research	for	Prevention	(SHARP)	
program	at	 the	Washington	Department	of	Labor	&	 Industries.	SHARP’s	 research	shows	 that	 trucking	has	
some	of	the	highest	claims	rates	and	costs	in	the	State	of	Washington.	The	TIRES	research	team	is	developing	
educational	materials	that	identify	hazards	and	provide	low-cost,	simple	solutions	to	prevent	injuries	in	the	
trucking	industry.	TIRES	is	working	with	industry	leaders,	safety	and	health	professionals,	employers,	drivers,	
warehouse	and	dock	workers,	and	many	others	on	this	project.

U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) Emergency Vehicle Safety Initiative

A	review	of	USFA	firefighter	fatality	statistics	over	the	years	reveals	that 
75 percent of line-of-duty deaths (LODDs)	are	the	result	of	either	car-
diac-related causes or vehicle-related causes. According to the National 
Law	Enforcement	Officer’s	Fund,	for	the	period	of	2002	through	2011,	39	
percent	of	law	enforcement	officer	fatalities	were	vehicle-related.	These	
figures	reinforce	the	concept	that	traveling	to	an	incident	is	often	more	
hazardous	than	what	you	do	once	you	arrive	at	the	scene.	The	report	
includes recommendations intended to help prevent emergency vehi-
cle crashes and improve response and roadway scene safety.

Patient Lifting Guide

The	Food	and	Drug	Administration	(FDA)	developed	a	free safety guide on patient lifting devices.
The	18-page	guide	features	several	illustrations	on	proper	technique	when	using	patient	lifts	while	lifting	or	
transferring	patients.	The	FDA	designed	the	guide	in	collaboration	with	visual	language	publisher	Kwikpoint.	
The	FDA	states	that	patient	lifting	devices	can	help	make	moving	patients	safer	and	easier	for	caregivers,	but	
improper use can pose health risks.

National Traffic Safety board (NTSB) Traffic Safety Facts Research Note:  
Driver Electronic Device Use in 2012

The	percentage	of	drivers	text-messaging,	visibly	manipulating	hand-held	devices	and	hand-held	cell	phone	
use	remained	essentially	unchanged	from	2011	to	2012.	These	results	are	from	the	National	Occupant	Protec-
tion	Use	Survey	(NOPUS).	The	survey	provides	the	only	nationwide	probability-based	observed	data	on	driver	
electronic	device	use	in	the	United	States.

Please contact the library@bwc.state.oh.us or 614-466-7388 for more information on any of these items.

http://www.keeptruckingsafe.org/index.html
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa_336.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/MedicalDevices/ProductsandMedicalProcedures/HomeHealthandConsumer/HomeUseDevices/UCM386178.pdf
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811884.pdf
mailto:library@bwc.state.oh.us

