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Medical marijuana in Ohio’s workers’ compensation system  

House Bill 523 legalized medical marijuana effective Sept. 8, 2016. While the law does not specifically 
address reimbursement for medical marijuana recommended for injured workers, Ohio law already has 
rules and statutes in place that limit what medications are reimbursable by BWC. 

Important points to consider 

• Administrative code provides that drugs covered by BWC are limited to those approved by the United 
States Food and Drug Administration. Marijuana has not been approved by the FDA and remains a 
Schedule I illegal drug under federal law. 

• BWC-funded prescriptions must be dispensed by a registered pharmacist from an enrolled provider. 
Retail marijuana dispensaries, not enrolled pharmacies, will distribute marijuana. 

• BWC only reimburses drugs that are on its pharmaceutical formulary, which is a complete list of 
medications approved for reimbursement by BWC. Drugs not on the list are not eligible for 
reimbursement, and under BWC’s current rules, it cannot be included in the formulary, nor is it 
otherwise eligible for reimbursement. 

BWC prepared a document that includes this information. Click here to view. 

 BWC certification, recertification and record maintenance: What 
providers need to know 

BWC’s network comprises providers who willingly agreed to become BWC certified. We want you to 
understand certification, re-certification and how to give BWC provider record updates when needed. To 
keep you informed, we've developed a frequently asked questions document to answer those common 
questions asked about BWC’s provider network. Here are some questions found within the document. 

• Do all providers become BWC certified? 
Not all providers are eligible to become certified. We generally place these providers in our non-medical 
service provider categories. They must complete the Application for Provider Enrollment-Non 
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Certification (MEDCO-13A). Note: Provider group practices enroll with this application. 
• Are BWC providers ‘linked’ to facility provider numbers where they work? 

No, we do no linking in our database. Certified providers may work for more than one employer. For 
billing, you must identify yourself as the treating provider. We will process payments to the payee 
number listed on your billing invoice. These are often different numbers. 

• How can injured workers find you once you are BWC certified? 
We list all BWC-certified providers, along with group practices, in our website’s Provider look-up. We 
also list whether you are accepting new patients by your response on your application. If your 
certification lapses, we remove your name from the website until you re-certify. 

If you have questions, please call us at 1-800-644-6292, option 0-3-0. 

 Your involvement is vital  

Your feedback is another important aspect of our fee schedule and reimbursement methodology updates. 
We share our proposed rules with all our stakeholders, including health-care providers. 

We strongly encourage you to submit your thoughts and ideas. We review carefully all feedback and 
consider additional changes before presenting the final proposed rules to BWC’s Board of Directors. If 
approved, the rule then follows the procedures for Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) changes. 

Proposed hospital inpatient services rule OAC 4123-6-37.1 
We request feedback on proposed hospital inpatient services rule OA C 4123-6-37.1. During the next 
several months, please look for proposed updates to fee schedules and reimbursement methodologies. 
Sign up to receive email notifications of proposed rule changes by sending your contact information to 
BWC’s provider relations department. 

Stay up to date 
You can also keep current and view past, present and proposed fee schedules and reimbursement 
methodologies on www.bwc.ohio.gov. 

To review the proposed hospital inpatient services rule OAC 4123-6-37.1, click here. At the bottom of the 
page, click the link that says “I accept the terms of the above agreement and want to view, download and 
print a copy of the fee schedule.” Then click the download/print icon for the IPPS – Hospital Inpatient 
Reimbursement Rule. The rule is at the bottom of the page under Proposed. 

BWC’s Medical Services Division looks forward to hearing from you! 

 BWC opioid rule is coming soon  

Prescribing providers need to be aware BWC has an opioid rule that is moving through administrative 
processing. The rule becomes effective Oct. 1, 2016. For more information, read next month’s Provider 
eNews. 
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