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WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4121.03(F) of the Ohio Revised Code, the Industrial
Commission is responsible for the establishment of the adjudicatory policy under this
chapter and Chapters 4123., 4127., and 4131. of the Ohio Revised Code; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 4123.68 of the Ohio Revised Code,
before awarding compensation for disability or death due to silicosis, asbestosis, coal
miners pneumoconiosis, or any other occupational disease of the respiratory tract
resulting from injurious exposure to dust, the Administrator is to refer the claim to a
qualified medical specialist for examination and recommendation with regard to
diagnosis, extent of disability, or other medical questions connected with the claim; and

WHEREAS, questions have arisen regarding the nature of the medical evidence
necessary in order to be submitted by the claimant pursuing a claim for an occupational
disease of the respiratory tract resulting from injurious exposure to dust, under the
provisions of Section 4123.68 of the Ohio Revised Code, prior to the referral of the claim
to the Administrator for an examination by a qualified medical specialist.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that it is the policy of the Industrial Commission that
at a minimum the following evidence is necessary to be submitted by the claimant prior
to the referral of the claim to the Administrator for an examination by a qualified medical
specialist pursuant to the provisions of Section 4123.68 concerning claims for
occupational diseases of the respiratory tract resulting from injurious exposure to dust:

• A written interpretation of x-rays by a certified “B reader.” Pulmonary functions
studies and interpretation by a licensed physician.

• An opinion of causal relationship by a licensed physician


