Re       
HIC #       
BWC Claim No.      
Dear      
This letter is in response to date correspondence from Administar (on CMS letterhead) advising this agency of “the applicability of the Medicare Secondary Payer Laws.”  I have attached a copy of your letter for your convenience.  You did not include any bills with your letter.  Please be advised that the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation (BWC) is well aware of its obligations as a primary insurer for Ohio workers’ compensation claims under the Medicare Secondary Payer Act.  Also, this agency has historically reimbursed third-party payers of medical bills that are properly payable in a workers’ compensation claim.  If Medicare has paid bills that are the responsibility of BWC, we invite you to submit those bills for consideration.  You will be reimbursed to the extent the bills are properly payable under Ohio Workers’ Compensation laws.  

Your letter indicates that a release “must be signed” for Medicare to release specific claims data to BWC and, curiously, you at least imply that BWC should obtain the release on your behalf.  While BWC prides itself on customer service, your request clearly concerns an obligation that resides outside this agency.  We are not aware of any rule or law that would place such an unfunded mandate on BWC.  With all due respect, to the extent that you require a release to forward bills or specific claims data from your files to support your request for payment of the bills, the obligation to obtain the release rests with you, and not this agency.  

Again, let me emphasize that BWC will consider for payment any bills forwarded to this agency that arise from a compensable Ohio workers’ compensation claim.  Payment will be forthcoming to the extent that the bills are properly payable under Ohio’s workers’ compensation law.  

