BWC Vehicle Modification Guidelines
BWC authorizes modification to vehicles on the basis of medical necessity and within policy limitations. Modifications will be limited to those listed below.
1.
The injured worker or immediate family must own the vehicle. If the injured worker leases the vehicle, we require a notarized statement from the leasing company giving permission to modify the vehicle. BWC does not purchase or rent/lease vehicles and does not authorize modification to vehicles owned by a third party. Proof of title is also required.

2.
BWC authorizes vehicle modifications in claims where the injured worker needs a powered wheelchair for mobility. This would usually apply to an injured worker who suffered a severe spinal cord injury resulting in paraplegia or quadriplegia. We also authorize car modifications for paraplegics if found appropriate. 
3.
All vehicles, whether new or used, must be able to be modified (i.e., have power steering, power brakes, and automatic transmission). The injured worker is responsible for supplying a vehicle that a vendor can modify. If purchasing a vehicle, we recommend the injured worker contact the driving evaluator or modifications vendor to confirm the vehicle can be modified and is appropriate for the injured worker’s needs. All used vehicles may be subject to inspection by the State of Ohio or may require a mechanic or vendor report on the vehicle worthiness or ability to modify if operation, age or modifiability is questioned. Costs for mechanic report would be at the injured workers expense. 
4.
BWC will pay for modification to only one vehicle. If an injured worker owns more than one vehicle, he/she is responsible for modification of additional vehicles.

5.
If the estimate of work is greater than $1,000, two separate bids are required.
6.
The injured worker is responsible for insuring the vehicle and equipment. BWC is not liable for accidents caused by faulty equipment nor will BWC replace equipment damaged in a motor-vehicle accident.

7.
Prior to release of payment for vehicle modification, BWC must receive the signed certification agreement. 
8.
Routine maintenance of modifications will be the injured worker’s responsibility.
9.
In all new cases where vehicle modifications are requested to help the injured worker drive, a certified driving instructor for the disabled must perform an evaluation to determine whether the injured worker is physically capable of driving and the medically indicated equipment needed. Estimates obtained by the injured worker must be for equipment prescribed by a licensed-driving instructor/evaluator.

10.
A certified-driving instructor for the disabled must train the injured worker in the proper operation of a similar vehicle if recommended in the driving evaluation. BWC will not authorize reimbursement for vehicle modification(s) until we receive a final report from the licensed instructor that confirms the injured worker has received training and is cleared to drive on public streets. In addition, the injured worker must show proof of the restriction on the driver license, either by testing by the Ohio Department of Public Safety or a statement of driving capability. BWC notifies the Bureau of Motor Vehicles when modifications are made to an injured workers vehicle. 
11.
We will only consider replacement of modification equipment if it is beyond useful life expectancy due to normal wear and tear. After the normal depreciated life of the vehicle, BWC will pay for the transfer cost of the equipment.

12.
In cases where the injured worker purchases a used vehicle modified by a prior owner, BWC will consider reimbursement for modification equipment only if we did not pay originally for the modifications. In addition, the following guidelines will apply:

a.
The injured worker must submit proof of purchase price, including a list of all modification equipment on the vehicle and the price of the original equipment;
b.
If the injured worker will be driving the vehicle, he or she must undergo a driving evaluation as required by BWC. BWC will reimburse only for equipment modifications specifically needed by the injured worker;
c.
BWC will reimburse the injured worker for the equipment’s depreciated value. 
