OHIO BUREAU OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

  HOME MODIFICATION GUIDELINES
Our objective is to maintain the injured worker in a home environment. This helps avoid prolonged or repeated hospitalizations. We will purchase special appliances or devices when they promote a return to work, overcome a need for hospitalization, special nursing, caregiver needs, or substantially improve the mobility of the injured worker. We consider each case on an individual basis. When we consider a request for modification or repair of a dwelling, our file must contain verification that the injured worker owns the dwelling.  The injured worker will obtain two independent written estimates. We will approve the start the purchase and installation of modifications after we determine medical necessity in accordance with the guidelines below.
1. The managed care organization submits the medical evidence documenting the medical necessity of modifications to a BWC catastrophic nurse advocate (CNA).  The physician of record request modifications on a Physician's Request for Medical Service or Recommendation for Additional Conditions for Industrial Injury or Occupational Disease (C9) or signed prescription. The CNA will review this medical evidence.
2.
We limit home modifications to the interior of a residence with the exception of ramps, lifts, and platforms necessary for access to and exit from the home.  

3.
The injured worker or a member of the injured worker’s immediate family must own the residence modified.  We will make limited modifications to property where the injured worker obtains written consent of the landlord. We recommend modification equipment for rental units be transferable, if possible. This enables the injured worker to move the equipment to subsequent residences. This is at the expense of the injured worker.

4.
We will authorize modification on a one-time basis only. Once we approve and pay for modification in a home, there will be no subsequent remodeling in a different home.

5.   We do not reimburse the dismantling, transfer or removal of home modifications.

All modifications made to a home must conform to existing building codes for residential property. The injured worker must collect two bids collected after we determine medical necessity. We may need rough scale drawings of present and proposed modifications to detail proposed changes. We reserves the right to inspect the modified home to ensure that all modifications authorized we authorized are complete prior to release of payment for the modification.

