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New Featured Link on website: Become a BWC-certified provider 

It’s here! Providers now have a featured link that explains the certification process on 
www.bwc.ohio.gov. You'll find the link on the Medical Providers home page. 

The link includes the Application for Provider Enrollment and Certification (MEDCO-13) and the 
Application for Provider Enrollment Non-Certification (MEDCO-13A). It also includes frequently 
asked questions (FAQs). 

Applications 
Along with all required documentation, providers need to complete and submit the MEDCO-13. This 
is the first step in BWC’s certification process. 
 
However, not all providers are eligible to become certified. These are generally not medical providers 
but business or vocational plan service providers. They must complete the MEDCO-13A. 
Note: Provider group practices enroll with this application. All BWC-certified providers, along with 
group practices, are listed in our Provider look-up. 
 
FAQs 
Read the answers to these FAQs on the featured link. 

• What is a BWC-certified provider?  Do I need to be BWC certified to see injured workers and be 
reimbursed? 

• How long does the enrollment/certification process take? May providers request an address 
change over the phone? 

• If a provider changes from one group practice to another, does his/her provider number change? 
If we have more than one provider location, does each location need to be enrolled? 

 
Oct. 1, 2015: New ICD-10 implementation date nationwide  
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BWC continues to move forward in meeting the new International Classification of Diseases, tenth 
revision (ICD-10) code set implementation date of Oct. 1, 2015. The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) released a final rule for that date after Congress passed legislation delaying 
the planned Oct. 1, 2014, transition from ICD-9 to ICD-10. 

HHS reports this deadline allows providers, insurance companies and others in the health-care 
industry time to ramp up their operations to ensure their systems and business processes are ready 
to go on Oct. 1, 2015. 

During this time, BWC is executing our defined project plan and strategy. This helps us successfully 
prepare our infrastructure and staff members for the health-care system’s ICD-10 implementation. 

Our code-conversion efforts are for the benefit of Ohio’s injured workers and employers. For the 
latest updates, ICD-10 implementation page on our website and/or read Provider eNews. 

 
Sept. 1: Formulary update  

BWC’s drug formulary changed on the coverage of all testosterone products and opioid transdermal 
patches beginning Sept. 1, 2014. 

For complete details, go to the link and search for the drug in question within the formulary 
Appendix. If you have questions, email Pharmacy.benefits@bwc.state.oh.us. 

 
Free opioid continuing education for many medical providers 

Are you treating chronic pain and concerned about preventing opioid misuse and abuse? How do you 
say ‘No’ to a patient who requests opioids but is at high risk for a bad outcome? How do you decide 
when opioid therapy for chronic pain is the right treatment for a patient? 

These issues and more are addressed in Collaborative Online Prescribing Education for Risk 
Evaluation and Mitigation Strategy known as COPE – REMS, a free, online continuing education 
course sponsored by the University of Washington School of Medicine. 
  
This online interactive course is about safe opioid prescribing for physicians, registered nurses, 
advanced registered nurse practitioners (ARNPs), physician assistants, psychologists and others 
who are concerned about improving the care and treatment of patients with chronic non-cancer pain.  

The course is available at www.COPEREMS.org until March 2016. 
 
Objectives 
By completing the COPE-REMS course you should be able to: 

• Recognize when it is safe to prescribe opioids to patients; 
• Communicate effectively to be able to handle difficult patient situations; 
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• Use this information to prevent opioid misuse, abuse and accidental death from overdose. 

Credits 
This course is approved for AMA PRA Category 1 credit™ and as such, it would be valid in Ohio 
towards physician and physician assistant licensure requirements. It also meets the State Medical 
Board of Ohio’s continuing medical education (CME) requirements for physicians who own and/or 
practice at a pain management clinic. In addition, the Ohio Board of Nursing accepts AMA PRA 
Category 1™ credits reciprocally for licensure purposes. 
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