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It's almost here! Don’t miss out on free continuing education!  

Ohio Workers’ Compensation Medical & Health Symposium, March 10 - 11 

We invite you to our Ohio Workers’ Compensation Medical & Health Symposium. This free educational 
program offers sessions focusing on neuromusculoskeletal and pain management. Session speakers 
are leading national and state experts. You don’t want to miss it, so register now! 

Tailor the symposium to your interests, schedule 
You may register for the entire symposium, or you may select sessions you're interested in that fit your 
schedule. The symposium runs in conjunction with BWC’s annual Ohio Safety Congress & Expo from 
March 10 – 11 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center, 400 N. High St., Columbus. 

Searchable symposium site 
For review, here is the symposium website and the searchable Ohio Safety Congress & Expo/Medical & 
Health Symposium Sessions page. Here is the symposium brochure. 

Neuromusculoskeletal sessions 
These sessions run from 8:15 a.m. to 5:45 p.m., March 10. Our Chief Medical Officer Stephen Woods, 
M.D., will introduce and close the day. Sessions range from knee injuries to concussion and post-
concussion syndrome. See the January Provider eNews for all the neuromusculoskeletal speakers. 

Pain management sessions 
These sessions run from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on March 10 and from 8 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. on March 11. Bonnie 
K. Burman, Sc.D., director of the Ohio Department of Aging, and Dr. Woods provide opening remarks. 

March 10 speakers 

• Gary Franklin, M.D., MPH: medical director, Washington State Department of Labor Industries and 
Jane Ballantyne, M.D., professor, anesthesiology and pain medicine, University of Washington 
Harborview Medical, Seattle, Wash. 

• Mary Applegate, M.D.: medical director, Ohio Medicaid, Hassan Moinzadeh, M.D., physical medicine 
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and rehabilitation specialist, Long Beach, Calif. 
• Dr. Jeffrey Hunter, M.Sc., DC, DO: Molina Healthcare of Ohio and Dr. Robin Hunter, DC, The Ohio 

State University College of Medicine, Columbus, Ohio 
• William Schmidt, J.D., chief of investigations, State Medical Board of Ohio; Cameron McNamee, 

director of policy and communications, State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy; Mark McHugh, group 
supervisor, Tactical Diversion Squad Drug Enforcement Administration, Columbus, Ohio 

• Ryan Nash, M.D., MA, director, Center for Bioethics and Medical Humanities, The Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Ohio 

March 11 speakers 

• Mark Hurst, M.D., medical director, Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, 
Columbus, Ohio 

• Human Akbik, M.D., director, Cincinnati Comprehensive Pain Center LLC; Fairfield, Ohio 
• Theodore Shults, J.D., MS, founder and chairman, American Association of Medical Review Officers, 

Research Triangle Park, N.C. 
• Judith Scheman, Ph.D.; program director of psychology, Neurological Center for Pain, Cleveland 

Clinic Neurological Institute and Dr. Moinzadeh, Cleveland, Ohio 

Directions before you register 
You must know your employer’s BWC policy number to register as an attendee. Use the employer look-up 
to search for your BWC policy number or contact your company’s human resources department. To 
register, physicians must have their National Provider Identifier (NPI). Use the NPI look-up to find your 
number. 
 
General information 
Call BWC’s provider contact center at 1-800-644-6292, options 0-3-0, or send an email. 

 Non-specific ICD 10 code submission is problematic for BWC allowances 

With the implementation of ICD10-CM, BWC is experiencing an increase in non-specified diagnoses 
submitted for allowances in claims – on the First Report of Injury, Occupational Disease or Death 
(FROI) and on requests for additional allowances.  

Many of the non-specified code submissions are ones that require laterality (right, left or bilateral).  Submit 
ICD-10 codes based on the highest level of specificity. BWC does not recognize symptom ICD codes as 
claim allowances. 
 
Seventh character based on the type of encounter 
Most of the ICD-10 CM codes from the “S” and “T “categories must have seven characters in the code. 
BWC will accept claim allowances using the seventh character “A“(initial encounter.) In most cases, BWC 
will recognize it as a claim allowance for ongoing routine follow-up care. 
 
Fractures 
However, there is an important common exclusion of fracture codes. For fractures, submit the seventh 
character for the ICD-10 CM codes based on the type of encounter – initial for closed or open fracture, 
subsequent for delayed healing, malunion or non-union.    
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For routine follow-up visits, the ICD-10-CM codes with the seventh character, “D”, “E”, or “F”, will not be 
acceptable for claim allowances. BWC will accept these on bills only. The ICD-10-CM code with the seventh 
character “S” (sequel means late effect of injury) is also acceptable on fee bills only. Use the code for 
complications instead. For example: “painful scar is a late effect of previous facial burn.”   Assign the code 
for the actual condition “scar.” 
 
Tables 
BWC developed a comprehensive table to assist you in understanding when the seventh character letter 
codes are appropriate for claim allowances. We've added it to our ICD overview Web page. For your 
reference, the website also features the lists for ICDs inappropriate for BWC claim allowance and the most 
frequent ICD codes with the 9 to 10-code equivalents.   
 
For more information, email BWC’s provider relations unit. 

 Drug screen billing update 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has discontinued three codes BWC previously 
accepted for billing of drug screens – G0431, G0434 and G6058 for 2016.  
 
Qualitative drug screens 
We used to bill qualitative drug screens using G0431 and G0434. Now, code G0479 has replaced code 
G0431. Two codes – G0477 and G0478 replaced code G0434. Use modifier QW when billing procedures 
that are Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments - waived and fall under code G0477. You can only 
use one of these three codes to bill per patient, per date of service.  

We previously billed quantitative drug screens using code G6085. We reimbursed this code separately for 
each drug class tested.  Each of the new codes cover a range of quantities of drug classes you 
test. Therefore, the number of drug classes tested determines the appropriate code to use. If you are testing 
one to seven drug classes, G0480 would be the appropriate code, while if testing eight to fourteen drug 
classes, use G0481. 

• Reimbursement for these codes is limited to one per date of service, and you may only bill one of the 
two codes per date of service. 

• We list codes G0482 and G0483 as Not Routinely Covered on the Professional Provider Fee 
Schedule, as we anticipate rarely using them in our system. Code G0482 covers 15 to 21 drug 
classes, and code G0483 covers 22 or more drug classes. Since BWC’s standard drug panel only 
includes 10 drug classes, codes G0480 and G0481 will be much more common. However, it is 
possible for you to use these other codes since BWC’s drug-testing policy allows for testing of drugs 
that are not included in our standard panel when: 

1. The physician prescribes the injured worker the drug; 
2. The physician deems the testing medically necessary to treat the industrial injury. 

More information 
We will release a policy revision in the near future. Please email any questions about the fee schedule to 
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medical policy. 
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