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Buehrer visits NE Ohio, talks BWC priorities 

BWC Administrator/CEO Stephen Buehrer was in northeast Ohio last week spreading 

a message of safety and talking to local businesses about efforts to get injured 

workers back healthy and productive quickly. Buehrer attended the Ashtabula Safety 

Conference and Expo and made stops at Westlake’s Aluminum Lines Product 

Company in Westlake and Magna Seating in Lordstown to recognize them for their 

outstanding workplace safety programs. 

Buehrer toured both the Aluminum Line and Magna Seating facilities, and met with 

management and workers, applauding them for making safety a priority each day.  

Aluminum Line is an original equipment manufacturer and aftermarket supplier to the 

commercial transportation industry.  Magna Seating supplies seating systems for the 

Lordstown-built Chevrolet Cruze. 

Both companies have used a number of services available through BWC’s Division of 

Safety & Hygiene, which offers Ohio employers safety training and education services 

that help employers save money by reducing injuries and workers’ compensation 

claims. 

“Our goal at BWC is to promote a safe work environment while supporting business 

growth by keeping workers healthy and productive, lowering medical and premium 

costs and getting injured workers back on the job as soon as possible,” said Buehrer. 

“Setting a high standard for workplace safety allows employers like Aluminum Line 

and Magna Seating to become more competitive and profitable by lowering costs and 

increasing productivity with a healthy and safe workforce.” 

BWC Board of Directors meeting materials now more 
accessible 

Convenient access to BWC Board of Directors meeting materials - without the paper 

— is now just a click away. Thanks to the new site, Board Effect, anyone can access 

board materials from anywhere.  

Board Effect is a Web-based portal accessible from anywhere.  Here, users can check 

the board calendar, and upload and read meeting materials before or during the 

meetings. No need to print! 

The public can log in to the site with the following username and password: 

Username: Guest; 

Password: Guest1234. 

Also new is the free WiFi available during committee and board meetings.  The 

addition of WiFi will allow the public to bring their electronic devices (IPad, laptops, 
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smart phones etc.,) to the meetings and access Board Effect in the meeting room. 

Instructions for logging in will be available at the meetings. 

September a busy month for BWC Board of Directors 

Last month, the BWC Board of Directors took action in several areas related to 

decreasing employer premiums and managing BWC investments. 

First, the board voted to approve the Grow Ohio program to lower workers’ comp rates 

for new Ohio employers.  BWC developed the program to target job creation by 

reducing premiums by as much as 51 percent for employers new to Ohio since July 1. 

“Grow Ohio is a win-win both for new employers and existing employers that benefit 

from the increased economic activity that occurs with the creation of new jobs,” said 

Buehrer. “We are also sending the message that Ohio’s doors are open for business 

by freeing up more money for companies to invest in their operations.” 

The Board also approved the selection of two firms to oversee the selection and 

management of qualified minority-owned and/or women-owned (MWBE) firms to 

manage State Insurance Fund invested assets. Attucks Asset Management and 

Leading Edge Investment Advisors were selected as Managers-of-Managers (MoM) 

following a Request for Proposals search and evaluation process. Both are minority-

owned firms. 

Under the MoM program, BWC will place fund assets directly with both Attucks Asset 

Management and Leading Edge Investment Advisors, which will have the authority 

and responsibility to identify, select and monitor MWBE investment managers. 

Finally, Buehrer recommended reducing rates for Ohio public employers by five 

percent beginning Jan. 1, a reduction that would decrease overall premiums for public 

employers by $14 million.  A vote on the recommendation is scheduled for Oct. 28. 

Please take a moment to forward this email to other managers in your organization 

and to your colleagues who may find it of value. 
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