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Cl d tiClandestine 
Laboratory/Methamphetamine 
Update

Session number: 464

Presenter:  Dennis J. Lowe

Thursday, April 1, 2010  1 to 2 p.m.

Continuing Nursing Education DisclosuresContinuing Nursing Education Disclosures
•• Goal: Goal: To educate conference attendees on specific aspects of accident To educate conference attendees on specific aspects of accident 

prevention and Ohio’s workers’ compensation systemprevention and Ohio’s workers’ compensation system
•• Learning objectives: Learning objectives: 

–– Recognize the types of clandestine laboratories that are encountered in Recognize the types of clandestine laboratories that are encountered in 
Ohio; Ohio; 

–– Describe the shortDescribe the short-- and longand long--term effects of their presence; and term effects of their presence; and 
–– Identify the hazards of methamphetamine.Identify the hazards of methamphetamine.

•• Criteria for Successful Completion: Criteria for Successful Completion: Attend the entire event and Attend the entire event and 
complete a session evaluation.complete a session evaluation.

•• Conflict of Interest: Conflict of Interest: The planners and faculty have no conflict of interest. The planners and faculty have no conflict of interest. 
•• Commercial Support: Commercial Support: There is no commercial support for this event. There is no commercial support for this event. 
•• Continuing Education: Continuing Education: Awarded 0.1 IACET general CEUs and 1.0 RN* Awarded 0.1 IACET general CEUs and 1.0 RN* 

contact hour. contact hour. 

*The Ohio BWC (OH-188/01-01-2013) is an approved provider of continuing nursing education by the Ohio Nurses 
Association (OBN-001-91), an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

METHAMPHETAMINE & METHAMPHETAMINE & 
CLANDESTINE LABORATORIESCLANDESTINE LABORATORIESC S O O SC S O O S

UPDATEUPDATE

Topics of DiscussionTopics of Discussion

•• The extent of the The extent of the 
problem.problem.

•• Where are Ohio’s Where are Ohio’s 
l b ?l b ?

•• Site remediationSite remediation
•• Safety protocolsSafety protocols
•• PSE MonitoringPSE Monitoring

labs?labs?
•• Types of drug labs Types of drug labs 

encounteredencountered
•• Hazards of Hazards of 

productionproduction

•• Training availableTraining available

The Extent of the ProblemThe Extent of the Problem

Two Fold Problem in OhioTwo Fold Problem in Ohio

•• MDTO’s production/distributionMDTO’s production/distribution
–– Super labsSuper labs
–– Large scale distributionLarge scale distributiongg



3/25/2010

2

Two Fold Problem in OhioTwo Fold Problem in Ohio

•• Domestically Produced Domestically Produced 
MethamphetamineMethamphetamine
–– Small toxic meth labsSmall toxic meth labs
–– Small scale production / user basedSmall scale production / user based

Ohio’s Lab SeizuresOhio’s Lab Seizures

••20002000 18 Labs18 Labs
••20052005 497 Labs497 Labs
••20082008 187 Labs187 Labs
••20092009 349 Labs349 Labs
••2010 YTD2010 YTD 135 Labs135 Labs

Where are Ohio’s labs?Where are Ohio’s labs?

•• 11--5 5 
•• 66--1010
•• 1111--2020
•• 20 or More20 or More

Where Will You Find A Meth Where Will You Find A Meth 
Lab?Lab?

•• Urban LocationsUrban Locations
•• Suburban LocationsSuburban Locations
•• Rural LocationsRural Locations
•• Mobile LabsMobile Labs•• Mobile LabsMobile Labs
•• RV’s & TrailersRV’s & Trailers
•• Hotel / Motel’sHotel / Motel’s
•• BusinessesBusinesses
•• Camp GroundsCamp Grounds
•• Anywhere you can imagineAnywhere you can imagine

Types of Labs EncounteredTypes of Labs Encountered

•• MethamphetamineMethamphetamine
•• MDMAMDMA
•• PCPPCP

•• Psilocybin Psilocybin 
MushroomMushroom

•• CannabisCannabis

•• GHBGHB
•• LSDLSD
•• DMTDMT

•• THC extractionTHC extraction
•• HashishHashish

The Most Utilized Methods of The Most Utilized Methods of 
Methamphetamine ManufactureMethamphetamine Manufacture

In OhioIn Ohio
•• Red Phosphorous Method, “Red P”Red Phosphorous Method, “Red P”

–– 4 Step Process4 Step Process

•• Birch Reduction Method, “Nazi”, “Anhydrous Ammonia”Birch Reduction Method, “Nazi”, “Anhydrous Ammonia”
–– 4 Step Process 4 Step Process 
–– Includes “Shake & Bake”Includes “Shake & Bake”

•• Hybrid Lab of above methodsHybrid Lab of above methods
•• Occasionally “P2P” lab, “Prope Dope”Occasionally “P2P” lab, “Prope Dope”
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Labs Come In Many Shapes & Labs Come In Many Shapes & 
SizesSizes

Hazards of ProductionHazards of Production

•• Fire & explosionFire & explosion
•• Toxic & poisonous gas inhalationToxic & poisonous gas inhalation
•• Chemical exposureChemical exposure•• Chemical exposureChemical exposure
•• Contamination from Contamination from 

methamphetaminemethamphetamine
•• Electrical hazardsElectrical hazards
•• Slip, trip & fallSlip, trip & fall

Chemical ExposuresChemical Exposures

•• Concentrated acidsConcentrated acids
•• SolventsSolvents
•• OxidizersOxidizers
•• Water reactive Water reactive 

materialsmaterials
•• Air reactive Air reactive 

materialsmaterials

CHEMICAL HAZARDSCHEMICAL HAZARDS

•• FlammableFlammable
•• CombustibleCombustible
•• ReactiveReactive
•• CorrosiveCorrosive
•• CausticCaustic
•• ToxicToxic
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Methamphetamine Methamphetamine 
ContaminationContamination

•• 1,000’s of 1,000’s of 
Micrograms of Micrograms of 
methamphetamine methamphetamine 
vaporized duringvaporized duringvaporized during vaporized during 
processprocess

Most Lab Related Injuries Most Lab Related Injuries 
Are Due To InhalationAre Due To Inhalation

WHAT’S IN IT?WHAT’S IN IT?

Pseudoephedrine From Over Pseudoephedrine From Over 
The Counter Cold MedicationThe Counter Cold Medication

FLAMMABLE SOLVENTSFLAMMABLE SOLVENTS
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RED PHOSPHOROUSRED PHOSPHOROUS IODINEIODINE

PEROXIDEPEROXIDE SODIUM HYDROXIDESODIUM HYDROXIDE

CONCENTRATED ACIDSCONCENTRATED ACIDS
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ANHYDROUS AMMONIAANHYDROUS AMMONIA

LITHIUM METALLITHIUM METAL Contamination Site Contamination Site 
RemediationRemediation

•• No remediation statutes in OhioNo remediation statutes in Ohio
•• HB     has been proposedHB     has been proposed
•• ODH has best practices guidelines on ODH has best practices guidelines on 

web siteweb site
•• Most structures can be reoccupiedMost structures can be reoccupied

Clandestine Lab Safety Clandestine Lab Safety 
ProtocolProtocol

You find yourself at a potential Clandestine Lab Site
   DO NOT!  Touch Anything

DO NOT!  Sniff Anything
  DO NOT!  Open Anything

Hazardous Waste Clean Up Contractor Other Clan Lab Certified Personnel

DEA / BCI

Contact local Law Enforcement
They will contact DEA/BCI
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BCI Clan Lab Unit ServicesBCI Clan Lab Unit Services

•• Response to Clandestine Drug Lab ScenesResponse to Clandestine Drug Lab Scenes
•• Coordinate Response to Clan Lab’sCoordinate Response to Clan Lab’s
•• Conduct Safety & Awareness TrainingConduct Safety & Awareness Training

C di t & C d t C tifi ti & RC di t & C d t C tifi ti & R•• Coordinate & Conduct Certification & ReCoordinate & Conduct Certification & Re--
Certification trainingCertification training

•• Conduct Clan Lab InvestigationsConduct Clan Lab Investigations
•• Provide Expert Testimony in CourtProvide Expert Testimony in Court
•• Provide assistance in Clan Lab related Provide assistance in Clan Lab related 

mattersmatters

Training Programs ConductedTraining Programs Conducted

•• 40 hr Clan Lab Officer 40 hr Clan Lab Officer 
CertificationCertification

•• 8 hr Clan Lab 8 hr Clan Lab 
InvestigationsInvestigations

•• BWC “Meth in the BWC “Meth in the 
Workplace”Workplace”

•• ODOT “Waste ODOT “Waste 
Abandonments & Abandonments & 
D Sit ”D Sit ”•• 4 hr Safety & 4 hr Safety & 

AwarenessAwareness
•• POBT AwarenessPOBT Awareness
•• POBT Train the TrainerPOBT Train the Trainer

Dump Sites”Dump Sites”
•• 2 Hr Awareness 2 Hr Awareness 

ClassesClasses
•• Custom ProgramsCustom Programs

•• ALL Training Programs ALL Training Programs 
are are FREEFREE

SA DENNIS LOWESA DENNIS LOWE

Ohio BCI Clandestine Ohio BCI Clandestine 
Laboratory/Cannabis Suppression UnitLaboratory/Cannabis Suppression Unit

740740--837837--5085 (Cell)5085 (Cell)
740740--845845--2479 (Office)2479 (Office)

11--800800--282282--DRUG (BCI HQ)DRUG (BCI HQ)

Dennis.lowe@ohioattorneygeneral.govDennis.lowe@ohioattorneygeneral.gov


